Final document of the Regional Workshop of Southern Caucasus NGOs on Preparation to World Summit on Sustainable Develohpment (WSSD), 

May 17-18 of 2002, Yerevan, Republic of Armenia.

On May 17-18 Yerevan hosted the Regional Workshop of Southern Caucasus (SC) NGOs on the topic “Exchange of Experience on Preparation to WSSD”, which involved representatives of SC nongovernmental organizations. The organizers of the workshop were Association “For Sustainable Human Development”/ Regional Center of the Earth Council on Sustainable Development for SC countries/UNEP National Committee in Armenia and Regional Environmental Center of Caucasus, at the support of The Earth Council, UNDP and UNEP.

Participants of the workshop stated that SC countries — Azerbaijan, Armenia and Georgia, — after gaining independence and taking the path of development of democracy, market economics and establishment of a civil society, have initiated a policy targeted at complete integration into the World Community, accepting and supporting the main legal documents of UN.

The countries of the region are interlinked by a single geoecosystem. Due to the transition period in the economics, similar political-economic situation, aggravated by armed conflicts in the region, complicated social and demographic situation, the countries of this region have faced common problems.

Within the last years Governments of SC countries have signed a number of Conventions to promote the establishment of Sustainable Development. In September of 2000 the Governments confirmed their adherence to SD principles and Agenda 21 by signing the Millenium Declaration. The countries of the region undertake activities targeted at implementation of the aforementioned principles. National documents, such as concepts and strategies of environmental protection, national poverty reduction programs and others are underway or have been already adopted. However, the level and scales of current social-economic and environmental problems prevent the implementation of SD principles. That binds to undertake corresponding activities aimed at integration of SD principles into the state policy, realization of the transition to a sustainable model of development at national and regional levels, as well as search for ways promoting further integration of the Caucasian region into the process of reorientation towards SD at a more global level.

A set of current regional problems has been discussed during the meeting, namely the aggravation of environmental problems and deterioration of the environmental situation. The necessity of a comprehensive regional cooperation has been acknowledged and suggestions on enhancement of further activities for creation of regional cooperation aimed at implementation of SD principles have been developed: 

· to develop mechanisms for more efficient coordination of activities of the NGO sector on SD issues at national and regional levels;
· to develop a Regional Document on transition to SD to be submitted to the WSSD in Johannesburg. The document is to reflect the position of the nongovernmental/scientific sectors of SC countries and should be based on the following documents:
· Agenda 21;
· Suggestions on Transition towards Sustainable Development of Countries Covered by Activities of New REC, May 2002;
· “Caucasian Document” — Concept of Transition to SD in NIS within the period upto 2010 (the viewpoint of New Regional Environmental Centers), February 2002;
· Concept of SD of the Republic of Armenia (RA), developed by the nongovernmental/scientific sectors of RA and confirmed at the enlarged session of Association “For Sustainable Human Development”/ Regional Center of the Earth Council on Sustainable Development for SC countries/UNEP National Committee in Armenia and the nongovernmental NCSD, April 2002;
· National programs of Caucasian countries (Poverty Reduction Programs, NEAPs and NEHAPs of Azerbaijan, Georgia and Armenia).
· to create workgroups at national and regional levels involving representatives of NGOs and scientists dealing with SD-related issues to coordinate activities on development of a Regional Document on transition to SD;
· to organize consultative meetings and use contemporary communicational technologies for coordination of works and information exchange in the course of development of National Concepts and Strategies on Transition to SD;
· for information provision of workgroups to use:
· the list server and web-site of REC Caucasus http://www.rec-caucasus.org/
· the list server of Regional Informational Center of the Earth Council on SD for SC countries argev@web.am
· the web-site “Sustainable Development”, which contains working materials and the electronic Forum of the Harmonic Human Development Promoting Society: http://sd.iatp.org.ge ;
· the web-site of Caspian countries SD of Open Society Institute (http://www.sd.aznet.org) 

· to appeal to international organizations with the request to contribute to the aforementioned activities.
National and regional presentations should be held after completion of the regional document and it is to be presented to official delegations of Caucasian countries for development of a common policy on the given issue within the course of WSSD in Johannesburg.

Participants of the workshop:

Azerbaijan:

1. Aleskerov Rafik 

— President of NGO “Biorhythm”;

2. Aliev Niyazi 


— President of “Initiative Development Center”.

Armenia:

1. Karine Danielyan 

— Association “For Sustainable Human 

Development 

/Earth Council Regional Center/UNEP National Committee;

2. Gevorg Arakelyan 

— Association “For Sustainable Human 

Development 

/Earth Council Regional Center/UNEP National Committee;

3. Samvel Baloyan 

— Association “For Sustainable Human 

Development”;

4. Knarik Hovannesyan 

— Closed joint-stock company “Aquaec”;

5. Aida Iskoyan 


— Environmental Public Advocacy Center 

(EPAC);

6. Hranush Kharatyan 

— Azarashen;

7. Hrant Sargsyan 

— Ecoclub “Tapan”;

8. Gayane Novikova 

— Center of Strategic Analysis “Specter”;

9. Lemvel Valesyan 

— Armenian Geographic Society.

Georgia:

1. Manana Juruli 

— Georgian Association of Environmental and 

Biological Monitoring;

2. Georg Magradze 

— Green Union; 

3. Ketevan Tkavadze

— Center of Environmental Development and 

Information;

4. Pavle Tsagareishvili 

— Center of Environmental Information and

 Sustainable Development;

5. Nana Nazarova 

— Society for Promotion of Harmonic Human 

Development;

6. Irakli Djavakhishvili 

— Farmers Association “Elkana”

7. Rusudan Simonidze 

— Institute of Professional Pathology and 

Hygiene.

REC Caucasus 

Armen Martirosyan 

— Program Officer

UNDP/Armenia

Anahit Simonyan 

— Program Officer.
